114                 Tea, with Mrs. Williams.          [A.D. 1769.
and distinction. Could he have them without labour, he would like it less/ BOSWELL. ' He tells me he likes it for itself.' — 'Why, Sir, he fancies so, because he is not accustomed to abstract,'
We went home to his house to tea. Mrs. Williams made it with sufficient dexterity, notwithstanding her blindness, though her manner of satisfying herself that the cups were full enough appeared to me a little aukward; for I fancied she put her finger down a certain way, till she felt the tea touch it1. In my first elation at being allowed the privilege of attending Dr. Johnson at his late visits to this lady, which was like being e secretioribus consiliis*, I willingly drank cup after cup, as if it had been the Heliconian spring. But as the charm of novelty went off, I grew more fastidious; and besides, I discovered that she was of a peevish temper3.'
There was a pretty large circle this evening. Dr. Johnson was in very good humour, lively, and ready to talk upon all subjects. Mr. Fergusson, the self-taught philosopher, told him of a new invented machine which went without horses: a man who sat in it turned a handle, which worked a spring that drove it forward. ' Then, Sir, (said Johnson,) what is gained is, the man has his choice whether he will move himself alone, or himself and the machine too.1 Dominicetti4 being mentioned, he would not allow him any merit. ' There is nothing in all this boasted system. No,
1 I have since had reason to think that I was mistaken; for I have been informed by a lady, who was long intimate with her, and likely to be a more accurate observer of such matters, that she had acquired such a niceness of touch, as to know, by the feeling on the outside of the cup, how near it was to being full. BOSWELL. Baretti, in a MS, note on Piozzi Letters, ii. 84, says:—' I dined with Dr. Johnson as seldom as I could, though often scolded for it; but I hated to see the victuals pawed by poor Mrs. Williams, that would often carve, though stone blind.'
* See ante,]u\y i and Aug. 2,1763.
3  See ante, i. 269, note.
4  An Italian quack who in 1765 established medicated baths in . Cheney Walk, Chelsea.   CROKER.
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